FTIr WRLNER, FELARU STARE

Kevin and Marci Gray with their three children (clockwnse from left) Robbie, 8, Holly 7, and Kurhs» 5 at thelr Waterica home. Friends and
strangers ahke are helpmg the famlly face the challenges brought on by Marci’s brain caneer. .
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Compassmn. Flrs_t came offers
of food, help, now a fundralser
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Today, stralght black. hair ﬂows._
from most of Marci's head, save:for a

stubbled and scarred patch of scalp
above her right ear the patch sur-
o] i
Hlnm.u za 0f Il-rnnhlllllnr
was crushingherbrain. . -~

" The doctors got most qf itbut not

"“It's now re-estabhshmg 1tself in

my brain. It's a monster living in my °

head.”
. She-now takes.a batch of sixpills

" several times a day One reduces

swelling, ohe relieves the pam, one-
.combats the nausea, and so on. .

She is.no longer able to work and
her husband as her full-time caregiv-
er; has'little time'to look for a neWJob

i fast.

. Theu-savmgsamd"

“When I think about the: cards
we've been dealt Isometimes want to
ey, butI can’t,” she said. “It’s not fear

or sadness I féel — it's disbelief T won:
. der why mls'happened to me and my

* family. I wonder if I'll ever just wake

up and everything will be better”
. When their sitnation looked its

. most desperate, the Grays started: get-

ting help from unexpected sourges.

At first it was friends who stopped.
by with food, or money, or offers to dri-
ve the.kids to and from school and
sports practices.

Then it was friends of fnemis who

" started chipping in. Then' 1t was total

strafigers. '
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“Pc m-rlul orl hexar I-:i I =y 1um 1y, suf

E benefit at first, unwilling to let’his

“All these people have been show—
ing up with; groceries .and: ot.her
things,” she said. “Even chur
don’t belong to are helpmg_
aver 'rl'u,‘n i
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SENSE OF COMMUNITY
“I think everything appe'ns fora

A reason. My illness has:b: oughtalcitot‘

Deople together in the ¢ mmumty We
moved to Waterloo fro Toronto to”
have a close-knit fabric of 4 communi-
ty and we're really finding that.”. + .-

Since so.many people’ wanted t
help. Marcx. a group of her friends ar
former eo- workers began, planning'a
fundralsmg event — something at

-'éould help Marei and her family dur:

ing the exhausting radiation treat-’
ment and chemotherapy she must
soon undergo.” . .

. Kévin’ dismissed th. 1dea of the

family become a chanty case. His ..
friends: insisted and ae eventua]ly
conceded. L

! "Somenmes you have tor put your -

.pnde in your back pucket and do:~
. what’sbestforyourfam:y”hesald

- Friends, . coworkers and even
strangers helped co-crdinate the

-fuhdraiser, which is being held at The

Turret at Wﬂfnd Laurier Umvers1ty

‘Feb. 22:.
The event will mclude a buffet din-

- nef; children’s entertainment, a con.’

cert by twolocgl bands, a dance and a
- silent auction. It is open to the pubhc'
aid-al-praeeais. "i’l Lga-fo fhe Gray
family...

Marc1 says she is overwhelmed

- "that people dre going to such lengths

to lmprove the quality of Her life.
‘Saying thank you just seems so in-

- adeqnate T haven’t asked arnyone for

helpbut they're helping anyways and

1t sextremelyuphﬁmg "

‘Marci’s prognosis isn’t g’ood Her '
* form of cancer, level 4 Gliohlastoma
Multiforme, is-one of the most deadly.

' Statlsnca.lly the likelihood of stirvival

past a; yea.r or two with the disease is,
slim. - i

’ But she is not plamung to go w1th ‘
out afight. She'speaks of things she

“ will do when she recovers, not ¥ She’s |
’determmed to take the kids to Dlsney

World in Florida within the next year
And she’s a.heady envisioned.the-
Tshirt she’s going to have made about

‘. a'yearfrom now. Tt will read “Isur-

‘vived.™ .

Tickets to the fundralsmg dinner
and concert are $20 or $10 for the con-
cert alone. To buy a ticketor tomake a_
donation t6 the Gray famqu, call 897-.
1100, or erhail g etwellmarm@yalmo ca:

. Ind1v1duals or companies wxshmg to

donate items for the silent auction are
asked to call 888-1781.
chunter@therecord.com




